The South Harris machair: sources and settlements by Anderson, Emma Jane








Anderson, Emma Jane (2014) The South Harris machair: sources and 







Copyright and moral rights for this thesis are retained by the author 
 
A copy can be downloaded for personal non-commercial research or 
study, without prior permission or charge 
 
This thesis cannot be reproduced or quoted extensively from without first 
obtaining permission in writing from the Author 
 
The content must not be changed in any way or sold commercially in any 
format or medium without the formal permission of the Author 
 
When referring to this work, full bibliographic details including the 
author, title, awarding institution and date of the thesis must be given 
 
APPENDIX 1       Rolls and Rentals 
                                                          
1
  1818 roll sometimes shows only one name to represent a number of tenants. All data is drawn from Lawson, B: A Selection of Source Documents from the Isle of Harris 
1688-1830  (Bill Lawson Publications 1992) 
2
 Merk = approx. 2/3 pound scots 
3
 all tenancies 
4
 all holdings, including some outside the machair area 
5
 see Luskindar above 
6
 see Luskintyre above, part owned by Stewart 




Names of Tenants 
Losgaintir Luscandir 1688 20.0.0.Merks2  1 Nion Nic Pherson 
 Luscandir 1724 £53.6.8 money rent, £16 tegnes, ae 
marte, £6 cess, £16 tegnes and noo more, 








 1 Alexander MacLeod 
 Luskentyre 1813 (roll)   1 D. Stewart 
 Luskyntire 1818 £150.0.0  1 D. Stewart 
 Luskintyre 1830 £484.0.04  1 D. Stewart 
Seilebost Selebost 1688 172.0.0.M  1 Angus Campbell 
 Shellibost 1724 £80 Scots money rent, £2.13.4 marte 
money, £4 cess, [£]4 tegnes, 5 bolls 
meall, 4 stones half butter half cheese 
and 8 wedders 
2 1 Alexander Campbell 
 Shealibost,5 1754     
 Seilibost 1813 (roll)   3  
 Shelebost 1818 £89.40.0  18  
 Shelibost 1830 £43.10.06  11 +Stewart’s holdings 




Names of Tenants 
Horgabost Horgisbost 1688 
57.14 M 
 3 Normand MacEan  
Kenneth macInglis  Donall 
mac Ingis  
 Horgibost 1724 £50 money rent, £3.6.8 marte money, £5 
cess, £13.6.8 tegnes, 2 bolls 2 firlots 
meall, 4 stones half butter half cheese, 
and 4 wedders and one half. 
2.5 1 John Morisone 
 Horgasbost 1754 £106.6.8  2 A.MacLeod, D. Morrison 
Nisabost       
 Nisebost 1813 (roll)   2  
 Nishbost 1818 £65..0.0  1 A.Torrie 
 Nisabost 1830    Stewart 
Borve The Borves 1754 £333.6.8   Ken. MacAulay 
 Little Borve  1688 
64.17.10 M 
 5 ye smith ), Kenneth 
macFinlay  
Donald MacNeil),  
Kenneth McIllechalum  
 John Mc? 
 Borrowbeg 1724 £60.3.4 Scots (including marte and cess 
money) and £14.13.4 tegnes, 2 bolls 2 
firlots of meall, 3 stones butter, 3 
wedders and noo more 
 1 Malcolm Campbell 
 Little Borve 1813 (roll)   4  
 Borvebheg 1818 £45  10  
 Borve Beg 1830 51.5.0  13  




Names of Tenants 
 Midle Borve 1724 £70.6.8 yearly rent,(of which 
£12.13.4 tegnes) 2 bolls 2 firlots of 
meall, 2.5 stones butter and 3 
wedders. 
2.75 1 Neill Morisone 
 Mid Borve 1813    4  
 Borvemeanach 1818 £40.10.0  9  
 Borve 
Meanach 
1830 £53.3.9  13  
 Borve More 1688 48.0.0M  2 Allister mcIllechalum oig (44.0.0), 
Ean mac Rori ic Ean(4.0.0) 
 Meikle Borve 1724 £60.3.4 Scots (including marte 
money and cess) and £14.13.4 
tegnes, 2 bolls meall, 2 stones butter 
and 3 wedders. 
2.75 1 Mr [rev.] Aulay MacAulay 
 Borvemhoir 1818 £56.0.0  1 Rev. Bethune 
 Part of Borve 
Vore 
1830 £13  4 Also part owned by Stewart 
Scarasta North or 
Meikle 
Scarista 
1724 £138.13.4 Money rent, £18.3.4 
tegnes, 8 bolls victual, 6 stones 
butter, 8 wedders and noo more. 
4   
 Meikle 
Scarista 
1754 £252.6.8  8 John MacLinnon, John MacLeod, Donald and 
Kenneth MacAulays, Murdo MacKenzie, 
Norman Morrison, H. Bain, Ann Campbell 
 Scarasta More 1813    6  
 Scaristamhoir 1818 £81.3.0  15  
 Scaristavore 1830 See Luskintyre above  1 Stewart 
                                                          
7
 Multiple holdings counted together. Value of Northtown unclear 




Names of Tenants 
 South or Little 
Scarista 
1724 £80 pounds scots money (whereof £16 
tegnes), 6 bolls meall, 4.5 stones butter 
and 4 wedders and noo more. 
3   
 Scarista Bheag 1754 £200   Angus MacLeod, Don. 
Morrison, Angus Morrison 
 Scarasta Bheag 1813 
(roll) 
  5  
 Scaristabheg 1818 £48.0.0  12  
Taobh Tuath Northtown 1688 54.10.0 M  4 Ruari mcIngis, Kenneth mac 
illechalum oig, Murdo Mac 
Neil ic Ronill ic Ean  
 Eye in Taransay & 
Gasker, St Kilda, a 
penny of Kirktown of 
Pabbay, Lingay and 
Northtown 
1754 £401.10.07  1 Alexander Campbell 
 Northton 1813 
(roll) 
  1 Rdk. MacGillivray 
 Northtown 1818   1 McGillivray 
 North Town and 
Waterloo 
1830 £220.0.0 (total)    
 Southtown 1688 91.0.0M  1 John McAllister 
 North Copophaill 1688 83.0.0M  1 Normand mac Allister 
 North Capophaile 1724 £66.13.4 ae marte, £6 cess, £16 tegnes, 4 
bolls meall, 10 stones half butter half 
cheese, and 6 wedders and noo more. 
3.25 1 Roderick Campbell  
                                                           
8
 ‘Eye’ is likely to be Uidh. The value of the rental here suggests consolidation of the area around Northtown into the hands of one person 
9
 is subletting at least one pennyland to A.Campbell 




Names of Tenants 
 South Capophaile 1724 £94 rent and £14 tegnes, 2 bolls 2 firlots 
of meall, 3 stones butter, 3 wedders and 
noo more. 
3 1 Malcolme Morisone 
 Druimphuint 1688 65.8.0 M  3 Donal mac Illespic (12.8.0),  
The widdoe nean na keard 
(40.0.0),  
John McIllespic (13.0.0) 






1-2 Rorie MacLeod of Ullinish9 
 
 Ensay, Eye in Capval 
& Druimaphond 
1754 £438.13.4  1 John Campbell 
 Druimfuind 1813 
(roll) 
  2  
